After graduation, he served at a variety of positions in the erstwhile Government of Pakistan, including the Agricultural Census under the Ministry of Agriculture in Dhaka, Karachi, and Lahore, the Ministry of Commerce in Rawalpindi and the Central Public Service Commission in Karachi. But, if you are born to be an academician, your destiny finally takes you there. This happened in 1966 for Professor Ali when he came to the University of Toronto for advanced graduate studies. At the University of Toronto, he completed his second M.Sc. degree in 1967 in Mathematical Statistics just in one year as was his first one from the University of Dhaka. After only two years, he then obtained his PhD degree in Mathematical Statistics at the University of Toronto. Completing a PhD program in just two years is not an easy task that an ordinary person can accomplish, especially with a wife and four children on top of that. Dr. Ali had married Firoza (Leena) Ali in 1959 and he already had three children when he arrived in Toronto where they had their fourth child, their only son, during his course of study at Toronto. There is a saying that "Behind every successful man there is a woman." Leena Ali is that great lady whose encouragement and sacrifice paved the way to Professor Ali's distinguished career. 20-years, 25-years, 30-years and 35-years Service Recognitions Awards in 1989 , 1994 , 1999 , and 2004 In my opinion an academician should be very good in both teaching and research and Professor Ali perfectly combined both. Teaching has always been his love and his first priority. He has taught a wide variety of courses in both statistics and mathematics. His outstanding teaching and his respect for his students earned him Professor Ali had a 50-year career as a practicing and teaching statistician when he finally retired in 2007. He was a very loyal faculty member at Ball State University for 38 years and he still is. He is a perfect example of an ideal teacher who maintained a true balance among the three major areas, namely, teaching, research, and professional service in which an academician is expected to be constantly engaged. He has been an outstanding teacher during his whole career. He was a very demanding but at the same time very friendly teacher and he was very popular with his students. He not only founded the graduate statistics program but he also spent lot of his time in recruiting students and faculty for the program. He was the director of the statistics program until his retirement. Many of his students are now well placed in academia and in industries.
It was
Dr. Ali's early research was in finite sampling following the line of work of Paul S. Dwyer of the University of Michigan. Later, his research focused on order statistics and he made significant contributions to the area of estimation and testing based on optimal spacing. He also has publications in diverse areas of statistics; such as ranking and selection, multivariate statistics, characterization,mixtures of distributions, survival analysis, parametric estimation, and Bayesian inference. He has published over 180 papers and also over 225 reviews of articles. He has presented over 130 papers and chaired many technical sessions at statistical conferences and academic institutions all over the world. Dr. Ali held many important positions on his university and department committees including serving two terms on the University Senate. Besides, he served two terms as President of the Central Indiana Chapter of the American Statistical Association (ASA) and also served on the ASA national committees. He organized several conferences and is a co-founder of the Midwest Biopharmaceutical Statistics Workshop which has been held on Ball State campus annually since 1978 for 35 consecutive years. The workshop is co-sponsored by the ASA. Dr. Ali has served as editor/associate editor of many international journals and has reviewed papers for many national and international statistical journals. Professor Ali has personally helped in building the careers of many statisticians from Egypt, Pakistan, South Korea, China, Bangladesh and several other countries from that part of the world. His contributions to his students, colleagues and research collaborators are noteworthy. Professor Ali is the Founding President of North America Bangladesh Statistical Association.
Dr. Ali has been a regular speaker at statistical meetings and universities in many countries such as U.S.A., Canada, Mexico, Bangladesh, India, Malaysia, Holland, Egypt, Sweden, France, Italy, Korea, Japan, Morocco, Pakistan, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Portugal, Australia, and Greece. During almost all these trips his wife always accompanied him. They are still very young at heart and still travel a lot every year. Professor Ali was also a visiting professor at universities and institutes in USA, Canada, India, Japan, Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia, and South Korea. Wherever he went, people liked him very much for his friendliness and approachability. His international travels exposed him to many diverse cultures and allowed him to have a better perspective of the world and as such as a teacher at Ball State he could relate to all his students of diverse backgrounds and he was loved by his students of all races, colors, gender, and religious practices.
Dr. Ali and Mrs. Leena Ali, Madrid, Spain, 2010 Dr. Ali and Mrs. Leena Ali, Vatican, Rome,1993 Dr. Ali is a great connoisseur of songs and music. In his free time he loves to sing and at home he relaxes by spending few hours a week singing and practicing Bangla (Bengali) songs. He regularly performs at Bangladeshi cultural functions in the State of Indiana. Ali with a copy of the Festschrift at the banquet ceremony. Two of his colleagues wrote a song to honor him and sung at the banquet. The lyrics are on the last page. It shows in how high esteem Professor Ali was regarded by his fellow colleagues. Since his retirement in 2007, Dr. Ali has already published over 25 papers and spoke at several universities overseas.
It is this passion for hard work, songs and music, world travel, and enjoyment of ordinary life that keeps Dr. Ali so young and going. He is a great source of inspiration to many of us. We deeply value his friendship and he is a true and living example of "giving without expecting anything in return." All of us have enriched our lives by crossing his path. We like to see him as active and as productive for many more years as he is now.
Dr. Ali -continue to do what you do best! Enjoy life and good luck with your future!
